
August 12,  19C2 

S i r  fians Kornberg 
Pia r ine C i  o logice  1 Laboratory 
V O O ~ S  Hole, MA c12453 

Dear Hans: 

The book is  c a l l e d  "A RiZher Form of K i l l i n s :  The Sec re t  S tory  of Chemical 
and S i o l o g i c a l  I iarfare"  and was t i r i t t c n  by Robert Harris and Jcrexy Paxnan, both 
B5C t e l e v i s i o n  people. It was published i n  1382 by Hi11 and Knnq, 19 Union Square 
Vest, lhw York, NY lOGC3 (a d i v i s i o n  of Farrar, Straus and Ciroux). 'Whether or 
not  i t  wa8 also publ ished i n  Great B r i t a i n  is  unclear.  I am s o r r y  t o  be unable 
t o  send you a copy but I came hone t o  f i n d  our  son  David r ead ing  it. 

I can c o n f i r n  t h e  i n f o r n a t i o n  P a u l  save you, s i n c e  I was a nenber of t h e  
Acadeny conn i t t ee  (Assembly of L i f e  Sciences)  t o  rrhich t h e  U.S. Army proposal cane 
f o r  review. As r epor t ed  i n  Nature on 24 June, t h e  Asscr-ibly decf incd t o  accept 
proposals  for c l a s s i f i e d  work or work involv ing  b i o l o g i c a l  warfare .  That mch 
i s  public.  '!?-,e minutes of t h e  meetings are pr iv i leged .  Powever I vi11 tell you 
one r a t h e r  obvious p o i n t  t h a t  d i d  f i g u r e  i n  the  d i scuss ion  and nay be of some, use  
t o  you, namely, the i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of keeping work on defense a g a i n s t  b i o l o g i c a l  
agen t s  free fror, cons ide ra t ions  of o f f ens ive  agents (except of course where physi-  
c a l  h a r r i e r s  t o  i n f e c t i o n  are concerned). This i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  whcn the agent  
a g a i n s t  which defense is sought is  "unknown", t h a t  is an h-ypothet ical  agerit t h a t  
nay be developed. One u s e f u l  response to this problem is inproved i n t e l l i p n c c  
leading  t o  b e t t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of agents  being developed by the feared antagonis t .  

I assum t h a t  you 8aw t h e  co r rec t ed  information i n  Budinnsky's l a t e r  a r t i c l e  
i n  Nature ( Ju ly  8, 1962, p.111) .  That r ev i sed  s t o r y  appears  t o  be cor rec t .  Thus, 
as  f a r  as we know, t he  only th inps  going on are p u b l i c  as descr ibed  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  
1Jature a r t i c l e  Paul sent t o  you. 

YOU nay a l s o  know f r o n  t h e  newspapers here t h a t  t h e  U.S. Congress d e n i e d  t h e  
rcquer;tcc! f o r  funds f o r  new chen ica l  weapons. 

A t  p re sen t  we then  have no information sugges t ing  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t s  on !>iolo- 
gi.ca1 weapons development. 
Lrns Control  and Disarrnarwnt Af;ency t o  the RAC, as quoted i n  the a r t i c l e  Paul  s e n t  
t o  you. 
S t i l l ,  as Paul says, i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  w e  a l l  remain  alert. Anc! t h e  Earris and 
Paxnan hook w i l l  Give you many good reasons fo r  maintainin$ cons t an t  v ig i lance .  

And we have t h e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  d i s c l a i n c r  f ron  the  

This as ses sncn t  may he h e l p f u l  i n  your conversa t ion  wi th  Prime f f l n i c t c r .  



There a re  t u a  o t h e r  people you might w i s h  t o  talk with  before  r e t u r n i n &  
hone. !!att 1leselson knows a g r e a t  deal about chen ica l  agent development here.  
And r e c e n t l y  Norton Zinder  has a l s o  becone involved. I n  case you want t o  t a l k  
t o  ne, t h e  te lephone nunher i s  301-496-5957. 

F i n a l l y ,  I6hOUld say  t h a t  I an p leased  t o  have t h i s  in formal  network of 
concerned i n d i v i d u a l s  I n  ou r  two count r ies .  Let u8 just  hope we d o  not  have 
nuch need t o  use it. 

Although i t  was wonderful t o  see you and your f a n i l y  i n  Uoods Hole, i t  
was all too br i e f .  I hope i t  won't be so lonp, before  w e  have another  chance. 

Very b e s t  regards ,  

S ince re ly  yours,  

?iaxine SinRer, Th,D. 
Chief, Laboratory of Biochemistry 
Itat iona 1 Cancer Ins t irute 


